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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To realize a novel optical head for optical tape in which focusing or tracking 
control is not susceptible to centrifugal force and information can be reproduced and/or 
written at high rate. 



CONSTITUTION: An optical tape T is wound spirally around the outer peripheral face of a 
hollow cylindrical optical tape guide 22 and guided and the light from a light source 10 is 
condensed through a condenser lens no to a position p close to the mirror race or a rotary 
mirror 18. Light flux reflected on the rotary mirror 18 is condensed on the optical tape T by 
means of an objective lens 20 rotating together with the rotary mirror 1 8 through the 
optical tape guide 22. Returning light flux reflected on the optical tape T is separated 
through a light flux separating means 14 into light receiving section 24, 26, 28 sides thus 
producing a signal containing a focusing error signal and a tracking error signal. Based on 
these error signals, a servo mechanism 30 shifts the condenser lens 16 in the direction of 
optical axis and the direction perpendicular thereto thus performing focusing control and 
tracking control. 
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